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ABPA-SA HANDS ON TRAINING SEPTEMBER 16th, 2025

(sponsored by Bac-Flo Unlimitede).

The American Backflow Prevention Association - San Antonio Chapter held their 8 hour TCEQ
approved hands on/practical skills course this year on September 16th 2025. This is an ABPA-SA
member benefit when a member has attended the required number of chapter meetings and
maintained their membership for their license period. A special lunch was provided this day of Brisket
with all the homemade fixings. A big THANKS goes out to Sandra Baird, the ABPA-SA dedicated
"CHEF" over the years for all the Great Food, at our Hands On training sessions.

Latest SAWS news:

SAWS appoints Mark Schnur as Supervisor over the Cross Connection Control Program.

Dan Crowley introduced Mark at the September ABPA-SA Meeting. Mark has worked in the SAWS
engineering department for the past 19 years, leading the development of the Capital Improvements
Program. He will be attending Bac-Flo Unlimited’s 40 hour BPAT Course in October.

SAWS will be hiring several Backflow inspectors by the end of the year. So — if anyone seeks a job
offering many benefits in a very respected field, contact Mark for more information at
mark.schnur@SAWS.org.

Gauge Testing: Each ABPA-SA member gets a free gauge certification every year. If you're a
current member you can take your test kit to BAVCO's San Antonio location on Randolph Blvd.
Tell them you are with the ABPA-SA Chapter and there for your free gauge certification. Fill out the
required paperwork at the counter when you walk in. Unless calling ahead for availability, it may be
necessary to leave your gauge to be picked up at a later time.
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October Meeting Details

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are held the second Thursday of every month
except December. Dinner and refreshments
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the
meeting starting at 6:15. This meeting is:

Date: Thursday October 9, 2025

Time: 6:00 PM (pre-registration only
required to receive a meal)

Place: SAWS Bldg. 2 Conference Room
2800 US Hwy 281 North

Meeting Presenter: Robert Stricker with RVS
Code Consulting.

Presentation: Lead Free Requirements
Based on the 2014 SDWA Law

No alcoholic
beverages allowed

Next meeting date: November 13, 2025

October Agenda

5:00 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

5:20 p.m.

5:25 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

5:35 p.m.

5:40 p.m.

5:45 p.m.

5:50 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

6:15 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

Call Meeting to order.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

Supply Officer’'s Report

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.
Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors
Webmaster Report

President’s Report. New & old business

Meal is served.

General Membership Meeting & Training

1. Report from the Directors Meeting. President

2. City, regional, and national reports from any
City personnel present.

3. Training program for the evening.

4. Raffle prize drawing.

Reminder: next month is our
November meeting with the Large
Annual Raffle.

Bring extra $ for raffle tickets, buying
does increase your luck...



"Direct Talk" by the President

The November meeting will be held in the SAWS conference room in the Tower Il building located
at 2800 U.S. Hwy. 281. The Director's meeting will start at 5:15 PM with the meal beginning at 6:00
PM and meeting starting at 6:15 PM.

Trinidad (Jkacres

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/

MINUTES

ABPA - SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Thursday, September 11, 2025

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS — PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS — PRESENT
Trinidad Chairez - President; Jeff Stricker - V. Pres. Art Trejo - Treasurer/Membership
Greg Shean - Secretary
Keith Waldrep — Past President

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER
— PRESENT
Matt Wilgen - Webmaster

Jeff Meeks - Sgt. At Arms

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER -
ABSENT

Supply Officer - Vacant
Joe Young - Program Director

Carl Michaud — Gauge Testing/Certification
Mark Schnur - Liaison to SAWS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - PRESENT
Robert Stricker - 2 years

Bruce Rathburn - 2 years
Bob Clark - 1 year
Fred Baird - 1 year

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - ABSENT
Jeff Hoffman - 2 years

GUEST PRESENT: N/A

Agenda Item #1. Trini started the meeting, asked that everyone to turn off their cell phones,
and to step outside if they get a phone call. He then asked for a moment of silence. INFO.

Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: The August minutes were in the newsletter. Robert (as
always) made a motion to accept. Seconded. Passed. INFO.

Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report: Arthur reported our checking account bank balance.
INFO.

Agenda ltem #4. Meeting Sponsor: ABPA-SA sponsored the meeting. INFO.

Agenda Item #5. Meal: ABPA-SA sponsored the meal from Jason’s Deli, your choice of roast
beef, ham, and turkey croissant sandwiches, chips, a pickle, and a cookie. Art donated and
had the water and soda delivered for the meeting. Please e-mail Art before 5 PM on Monday.
The order is input at 5 PM. If you do not order — you will only get one if there is a no show.
INFO. 3



Agenda Item #6. Raffle: ABPA-SA provided $50 cash for a $2 raffle ticket. INFO.
Agenda ltem #7. Training: Fred will provide the training on Repair or Replace. INFO.

Agenda Item #8. SAWS: Dan Crowley, the Director of Governmental Relations for SAWS,
introduced the new SAWS Backflow Section supervisor, Mark Schnur with 20 years at SAWS
with extensive past experience. A new BPAT licensee was introduced: Rudy Laura — just
passed the BPAT exam. No questions. INFO.

Agenda ltem #9. TCEQ: Fred said that there is an article on ethics on the TCEQ website.
There is no longer a 30-day extension for license expiration. If you go past your expiration
date without required CEUSs, a re-exam is now required. Many years ago, TCEQ extended
the CEU deadline because of a fire in East Texas. Now, if your license expires, you'll take
hands on and written. Fred said to look up HB 1237 for more information. He said that TCEQ
will require all, with a water license, to take 4 hours of CEUs dedicated to ethics. TCEQ is
now ensuring that the backflow class instructors are teaching need-to-know criteria, and are
on the same page. INFO.

Agenda ltem #10. COSA Plumbing Inspections: Mike Morales, Chief Plumbing Inspector,
said that for new backflow inspections, SAWS wants blue T&M receipt. Only thing SAWS is
taking is the T&M form that TCEQ gave them. TCEQ did not approve of receipt. Part of the
issue is a signature. COSA needs proof that it was done. Jeff S. said that a written signature
is against all that the electronic T&M wants to eliminate. There was no solution at this time.
Mike, Jeff, and others to look for solution, assuring TCEQ requirements are met. OPEN.

Agenda Item #11. Gauge Testing: Carl said that BAVCO will test your gauge for free. No
appointment is necessary if you want BAVCO to test the gauge. However, call BAVCO to
ensure James is there. Tell them who you are with ABPA-SA Chapter fill out the gauge form
and if they have time, they will test it then or you can leave it and they will call you when it is
done. If it needs to be repaired, you can take it to whoever you want or you can leave it and
they will fix it, but there will charge you. INFO.

Agenda Item #12. Newsletter: Troy is our new chapter newsletter editor, replacing Bill
Hamrick. Troy asked how many have read the newsletter on line. He then distributed printed
copies. Troy said he needs feedback to better serve the chapter on what's presented in the
monthly publication. He asked for Backflow Nightmare submissions. The best submission
receives a $200 cash prize. Must be submitted before our November meeting. INFO.

Agenda Item #13. Chapter Elections: Jeff Stricker will be our new chapter President replacing
Trini who is limited to a “two-year term.” Thank you, Trini, for the last two years. Arthur
volunteered to remain as Treasure and Greg as Secretary (16 years and counting). However,
we need a volunteer for Vice President. If no one volunteers, a volunteer will be named. Joe
Young, our Program Director, is still in the hospital and is doing well. OPEN.

Agenda Item #14. November Raffle: Carl said that Bill Hamrick had a new gauge and gauge
case, that will be donated to the November raffle. INFO.

Agenda Item #15. Hands-On Training: Fred said that the training is scheduled for September
16, 2025 (Tuesday). Five meetings per year, for three years' attendance qualify for the free 8-
hour TCEQ required hands-on training. This is for those, whose BPAT expires next year. It is
dependent on the number of meeting CEUs earned. He has the sign-up sheet. Bring TCEQ
CEU print out of your meetings to qualify. This will be a “bump” year as, of the three-year
cycle, this is the largest. INFO. 4



Agenda Item #16. Training: Type of Repair kit cost comparison. A lot of money goes into a
Replacement kit. Amount charged can't always be controlled. Dishonesty can. A backflow
tester's job is not to find all assemblies. That would be a Customer Service Inspector's job.
Liabilities could be infolved if a backflow tester missed an assembly. A backflow tester does
NIIO, Notify, Identify, Inspect, Observe. Outside of the service testing the assembly, water
purveyor should be involved. Sometimes office person orders parts, a lapse in communication
can be problem. Several Repair options were explained, with examples of each. Importance of
reputable parts supply house discussed, there are several across the country.

Prices — old prices: $4.30 for a Conbraco rubber kit. A replacment includes springs and all
parts with is much more expensive - and often not needed. Testing nightmares - 5 item
examples were given. Failure rates were discussed, with new installs being among the highest,
due to debris. Lines appropriately flushed on new installs, extremely important. Need to put
maintenance performed on T&M. Document what's needed on T&M. One nightmare, customer
changed r/p #1 sut off valve on new install - found out later 'office person' made mis-dianosis.
Customer education: everyone from tester to water purveyor repsentative is critical. The
importance of a defendable backflow program, and its necessity discussed.

Should an assembly be disassembled when replaced?. Don’t know if backflow situation
occurred. Gave examples. Water hammer — damaged checks, have seen lots of examples — air
in the line, quick closing valves can be an issue. Has seen checks removed by customer,
sometimes after assembly had been installed backward. Problems with particular models was
discussed. Who's at fault with 'just replace it'. Protection for the customer: important. Should
there be a requirement for assembly to be inspected internally at specific times. There have
been several presentations on this topic at national conferences going back 30+ years.

Adjournment. Adjourn the meeting at 8:09 PM for the raffle.

4,76@—\

Greg Shean - Secretary ABPA-SA



BPAT ETHICS

‘I CERTIFY, UNDER PENALITY OF LAW, INCLUDING POSSIBLE LOSS OF LICENSE, FINES AND
PENALTIES, THAT | HAVE TESTED THE BFPA LISTED ABOVE AT THE TIME AND DATE LISTED
AND ALL INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS ACCURATE AND | HAVE PERSONALLY COMPLETED
THIS FORM IN FULL".

This statement was developed by Bill Hamrick and Katrina Hamrick, Atty at Law, and was a result of
numerous meetings between Troy Baird, Bruce Rathburn, Bill Hamrick and Fred Baird. There were
many suggested enforcement modifications for water purveyors and plumbing inspection departments
to control ethics and backflow testing.

Quote of the Day:

| really didn't say everything | said.
Yogi Berra

QUIZ

(True or False)

T F 1. A best habit in caring for a backflow test kit is to open all the valves after using and
close them back for storage.

T F 2. When repairing any backflow prevention assembly the test cocks should be opened
up to allow the internal components to more easlily come out.

T F 3. The largest USC approved RP assembly is a 10".

T F 4. If the gauge needle rises during the second test of an RP, the tester should close the
#2 test cock.

T F 5. On the first test of a DC, a sight tube is only required if #3 test cock is not above the
#1 check valve body, or if the tester cannot get the gauge to the #3 TC elevation.

Answers on next page. 6



ABPA-SA Board of Directors 2025

1) President — Trinidad Chairez
2) Vice President — Jeff Stricker
3) Treasurer — Arthur Trejo

4) Secretary — Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President — Keith Waldrep
Special Officers to the Association

6) SGT-AT-ARMS - Jeff Meeks

7) Liaison to SAWS — Dan Crowley

8) Program Director — Joe Young

9) Gauge Testing and Certification — Carl Michaud
10) Membership & Newsletter — Open

11) Webmaster — Matthew Wilgen

Directors at Large
Two-year term

1. Jeff Hoffman
2. Bruce Rathburn
3. Robert Stricker

One-year term

4. Fred Baird
5. Robert (Bob) Clark

Advertise in The AD I?}Lisgess Card
E age
Direct S|IZE 172 Page
Connection Full Page

$100
$150
$300
$500

ONE
YEAR

(11 Issues)

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O.Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265

Answers 1. False 2. True 3.False 4.True 5.True
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BAC-FLO

Courses - Seminars - Consulting - Gauge Testing

Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality care for your Backflow Test Kit.
Ship us your gauge for its yearly certification or contact us for weekly certification times in Boerne, TX.

Email: info@speakbackflow.com Website: www.BACFLO.com Ph: 210-698-0411

Home of the BAC-FLO-5™ Backflow Test Kit...

PHCC-SAN ANTONIO CALENDAR _

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MAGGIANO'S AT THE RIM ' @ |
11:00 AM - 1:.00 PM B G

CONTRACTORS

PHCC-SA PERRY BEYER JR. MEMORIAL FISHING TOURNAMENT
FULTON CONVENTION CENTER

402 N.FULTON BEACH, FULTON, TX 78358

6:00 AM - 6:00 PM

WATERHEATER SHOWCASE &

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
LOCATION: BIG'Z BURGER

WATER HEATER SHOWCASE 2:30PM - 4-30PM
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING WATER EEATER SHIWCASE AT
MAGGIANO'S AT THE RIM CORNHOLE
TOURNAMENT

N@W 11:00 AM -1:00 PM e

**$250 MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT FOR 2025**

Calling all San Antonio area contractors! Join PHCC today and save $250 on your first year of membership for new contractors.
Standard First Year Member Fee: $800 / Discounted Price with Promo Code PHCCSA25: $550. See QR code below for application and benefits.

B 12830 Cogburn Ave. Ste 111, San Antonio TX 78249 3
)Y PO Box 692047, San Antonio TX 78269
foet &l WWW. PHCC-SANANTONIO.ORG | (210)-824-7422

2025 Contractor Membership & Benefits
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BAVCO

BACKFLOW APPARATUS
&
VALVE CO.

YOUR LOCAL BACKFLOW EXPERTS
ARE HERE FOR YOU !

Toll Free (866) 318-0274 » Local (210) 451-7564 + Fax (210) 451-0824
txinfo@bavco.com * www.bavco.com

Proudly Serving the Backflow Industry for over 50 years!

WEST COAST CENTRAL EAST COAST
LONG BEACH, CA SANANTONIO, TX CHARLOTTE, NC
Toll Free: (800) 458-3492 Toll Free: (866) 318-0274 Toll Free: (844) 202-1618
Email: info@baveo.com Email; txinfo@bavco.com Email: ncinfo@bavco.com

YOUR BACKFLOW PRODUCTS CONNECTION
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Unique product solutions
that save time and money.

Zurn offers a broad range of water
control products — backflow prevention
devices, pressure reducing valves,
temperature and pressure relief valves,
pressure balancing thermostatic mixing
valves, and other water management
accessories for the plumbing, irrigation,
waterworks, industrial, OEM, and fire
protection markets. So when it comes
to retrofitting and specifying water

T control products for your entire facility,
e s there’s only one choice. Zurn.

Principle Assembly

MILLER MAYS & ASSOCIATES

Miller Mays & Associates
4660 Pine Timbers #130 8620 N. New Braunfels #216

Houston, TX 77041 San Antonio, TX 78217
Phone: 713-690-7411 Phone: 210-654-8015
Fax: 713-690-7343 Fax: 210-654-1327
Zzurn.com

1.855.0NE.ZURN Masterspec

ABPA-SA member benefits:

-- Get hands-on training every three years

-- Free gauge certification

-- TCEQ license credits earned

-- Monthly meeting meal

-- State/local updates & valuable knowledge

-- Opportunity to serve on Board of Directors
-- Support and company recognition

YV VYV VY YVY




TEST GAUGE INC.

Texas Owned and Texas Operated
San Antonio ® Austin ® Houston e Dallas

In addition to the largest inventory of backflow parts in Texas

New backflow assemblies 14" — 8" in stock
Gauge accuracy and calibration
05Y Packing Kits
Enclosures
Spools pieces for custom retrofit
Online quoting and ordering @ Shopbackflow.com

No restock fees
After hours availability
[=]'% ;r
nﬂ* [t
e
5 Contact Card
- 12790 0'Connor Road
- ,Qﬁl;mnhm‘u Texas 78233
L T L0 )
 kevin .nat
Hours: 7a-4p.

“The Direct Connection” Advertisements is
published monthly and may be obtained from the
www.abpa-sa.org website. Opinions or facts
within “The Direct Connection” are not necessarily
representative of the opinions of the American
Backflow Prevention Association and may or may
not represent an official policy. Additionally, the
opinions or facts of contributors or advertisers
may or may not represent an official policy.

Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter

Editors include: Fred Baird, Bruce Rathburn,
Robert Stricker, Joff Hoffman, Troy Baird

For further information about ABPA, contact:

Troy Baird — ABPA President
info@speakbackflow.com

Bruce Rathburn — past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com

s S

“En virotrax

Complete Cross-Connection Control from Vepo, LLC

Ve po offars the Envirotrox system for o complete cros<onnection contral program. The Envirotrex systernis offered to any ity orwoter purveyor ot
NO CHARGE. A small fes is paid by the Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester to submit areport. CS'sare entared inte the system at NO CHARGE.
The Envirctrax system provides the online tools necessary to guickly cnd easily enter backflow testreports, perform ongelng penedic testing of the
assemiblies, and to enter C3l Cedificatesall ot no cost o the city arwater purveyar,

® Texas Based Company

@ FREE to Water Purveyors
@® No Software Required

@ Easy to Learn and Use

@ Password Protected Login

@® Multiple User Logins Allowed

@ Easily Search List of Registered BPATs or Inspectors
@ License's, Insurance & Gauge's Verified by Vepo

@ Assembly Validation to Insure Consistency in Data

@ View Reports by Hazard Type, Assembly Type and More

@ Annual Renewal Letters Handled by Vepo

@ CSlI's Instantly Linked to Existing Backflow Assemblies

Call 281-476-6886 or Visit www.vepolle.com For More Details Today!




Thanks to our 2025 Sponsors

£ American Backflow
//j l\\t\ Products Company

®

FLO
NS UNLIMITED

BAC-

Mid-West’

Instrument

ABPA-SA CHAPTER

£\ TEXAS COMMISSION ON
47 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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Miller Mays & Associates

ZURN.

VED O

Conserve FroTece =

@ARBITERBACKFLOW.COM

Email ABPA-SA at
info@speakbackflow.com
to sponsor a meeting




Backflo
Solutions

for Every ==
Application

- Most options and configurations to FEBCO Series 765
meet your application need H Pressure Vacuum Breaker

* Designed for easy maintenance and
serviceability in the field

» Industry leading space, weight, and
flow characteristics poc
» Products certified by leading third party 'l'é'.lii:l"
plumbing organizations [m] =
« Established reputation for quality and performance
Partner with Watts for all Your Fluid Control Solutions!

LF009 Reduced Pressure
Zone Assembly

AMES

FIRE & WATERWORKS

A WATTS Brand




How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter

There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.

The easiest way is to click on the QR Code and follow the instructions to set up your
account and be presented with an invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or
check the box to pay with a check. If you don’t use QR Codes, click on this address.
https://www.abpa.org/page/Join IMPORTANT Be sure to select the chapter/s (San
Antonio Chapter) you want to join before selecting the payment method. If you elect to
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your check
to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to
print a receipt.

Click QR Code to Join

l
.
1
|| | " "
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The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send it to
the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership

There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the American
Backflow Prevention Association.

The easiest way is to click on the QR Code and follow the instructions to renew your
membership and sign into your account and follow the instructions. If you don’t use QR
Codes, click on this address. https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow The program will
present you with an invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box
to pay with a check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are
selected that you want to renew before selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay
with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to
the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print
a receipt.

e
Click QR Code to Renew "':'“ii:-;i,::pi. l'-"l!,,,',f

B B BEEE PRIVACYFLOWCODE. com EEER NN R

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send it to
the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for Your Membership



Fia. Ba%% US Membership $65
O International Membership $79
O Sustaining Membership $300.00
J New Member
O Renewal - Member #

APPLICATION FOR
MEMBERSHIP

el
=) N
> )
a&On Ass®

To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Please Print Legibly or Type

Sustaining Member:
e Must be a company or organization
e Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
e A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc First Name Mi Last Name (Include suffix)
Organization (Agency/Firm) Department/Division Title
Address:
City: State / Prov Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code Country
Daytime Phone Fax Email

ABPA-SA $ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter) Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment

a Charge $ 125.00 tomy O visa [ MasterCard [ American Express [ Discover [J Check [J Money Order O Invoice Me

Credit Card Number Card Expires (MM/YYYY) CVC Number

Name as it appears on card

Additional Information

How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region

Signature

O Email O US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

REGION 1 REGION 5 REGION 9 (USD)

New England $12.00 Colorado $15.00

Rhode Island 18.00 Utah 12.00 REGION 10

REGION 2 REGION 6 REGION 11

Virginia $25.00 Arizona $20.00 Indiana BPA $25.00
Central Coast 10.00 Michigan 40.00

REGION 3 Central Valley California 10.00 Northern lllinois 23.00

Carolinas $10.00 Hawaii 23.00

Florida Suncoast 12.00 Silver State 23.00 EE?IONNub ‘

Peach State “1788 30.00 Southern California 15.00 astern Nebraska $10.00

Tennessee 20.00

REGION 4 REGION 7
Oregon $20.00

Arkansas $10.00 SRCA4 20.00

Central Texas 20.00 ’

Corpus Christi 23.00 REGION 8 (USD)

Lower Rio Grande Valley 25.00

North Texas 23.00

San Antonio 60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA

6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

01.2023
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